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News for publication
CRA to explain NEW
BS EN 1504 at civils 2007
The new ‘British Standards for Concrete Repair’ (BS EN 1504) will be the subject of a special presentation by the Concrete Repair Association (CRA) at this year’s Civils 2007 event at Earls Court, London.  
Civils 2007 will take place between November 20th and 22nd, with the one hour CRA presentation scheduled to begin at 12.45am on Wednesday 21st, in the Blue Seminar Theatre.  There is no delegate fee for the event and interested individuals can either attend at random, or pre-register by emailing: lauren.fairley@cra.org.uk
This is the first time the UK concrete repair industry has had a comprehensive set of standards both for the process of concrete repair and the majority of the products it uses.  Now that the Standards are in place as BSI publications, the clock is ticking on the introduction of CE marking.   Whilst not applicable to the UK (since they have not previously existed) all conflicting standards throughout Europe are to be withdrawn before the end of 2008.
As of January 2009 CE marking will be mandatory in most parts of Europe.  Materials intended for export (excepting to Finland, Portugal and Ireland) are to be CE marked.   Those intended for UK consumption only need not be CE marked, but materials must comply with the Construction Products Directive (CPD) as a legal requirement.  There are six essential requirements that construction products need to satisfy and in simple terms, products are to be demonstrably fit for purpose.  In practice this is easily demonstrated by compliance with the British Standard and hence CE marking.

As clients become aware of the standards, they will expect them to be used as the basis of the work to be carried out.  This means that they will want products and specifications that meet the standard and that they will expect manufacturers, engineers, designers, specifiers, contractors and specialist consultants to follow the various parts from design through to site execution of concrete repair works.  The responsibilities of the various players in the concrete repair market will be fully explained by the presentation. 
As the industry gains experience of the standards it is almost inevitable that some problems may emerge.  The CRA intends to monitor the market to assess how it approaches the new British Standards for Concrete Repair.   The Association is represented on the BSI Committee by a manufacturer’s representative and a contractor’s representative and as such, it is ideally placed to bring evidence of problems to the fore and additionally to put forward appropriate solutions.   
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